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Title of the paper (20 minutes) and abstract:   

 

Dorivkthtoı cwvra. The symbol of the spear in funerary or honorary epigrams/inscriptions for 

Ptolemaic philoi and soldiers. 

 

An interesting epigram, preserved by Stephanus of Byzantium, has been composed to accompany 

an honorary statue of Neoptolemos, a Ptolemaic general who, on the occasion of  “barbarian” 

invasions, helped the city of Tlos, situated in the interior of Lycia, a region under the control of 

Egypt under Ptolemy Philadelphos. The poem suggests that Neoptolemos is portrayed as a 

doryphoros, like the Lysippean Alexander praised by many poetae docti active in Alexandria (see 

Posid. 65, 70 A.-B.; Asclepiades A.P. XVI 120; cfr. Antiph. A.P. VI 97). The symbol of the spear, 

usually associated to Hellenistic kings both in poetry and in the visual arts, represents the martial 

aspect of the ruler, who, with the protection of the gods, conquers and preserves his domain, the 

«spear-won land» (dorivkthtoı cwvra). Scholars have generally overlooked the presence of this 

symbol in documents referring to the king’s generals, philoi and also private soldiers. I shall 

examine some of these, with special focus on the Ptolemaic kingdom. 

 


