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This paper focuses on the complexities and risks inherent in ‘knowing much’ 
(πολυµαθία) in Antonine intellectual culture, and on Gellius’ and Apuleius’ strategies of 
tackling these ambiguities and contradictions through their individual literary self-
presentation, negotiating their authority and exemplarity as polymath intellectuals in 
terms of respectable knowledge, while dissociating themselves from less respectable but 
popular forms of ‘knowing much’ (πολυπραγµοσύνη, mirabilia, magic). His rival’s 
doctrina omnigenus (14,6,1) embodies the kind of knowledge which Gellius associates 
with incredible fictions (cf. 9,4; 10,12). Both Gellius (cf. 14,6,3) and Apuleius (Met. 
9,13,5 multiscius) use Odysseus’ wanderings to illustrate the connection between useless 
multiscientia and trivial miracula. 


